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this is ridiculous, but not so to them.**1 Maori magicians
work harm on an enemy either by earth taken from his foot-
prints or by a shred of his clothing, a lock of his hair, or his
spittle. For this reason it is a rule with the Maoris when
they are travelling in the country of a hostile tribe not to walk
in the paths but to go as far as possible in the beds of streams
so as to leave behind them no footprints which a magician
might use to their bane.2
In Northern Australia, " in tribes inhabiting the country
around the Alligator Rivers a very favourite form of magic
is to get hold of some excrement, it does not matter how small
a piece, of a man or woman against whom you may have a
grudge, and whom you wish to injure. All you have to do
is to get two or three friends to help you perform a rather
elaborate ceremony out in some quiet spot, where he cannot
see you, and you can easily compass his death. The belief
has one beneficial result in that the camps of these natives are
much better from a sanitary point of view than in most Aus-
tralian tribes, because everything is carefully buried lest
some enemy should be lurking about.***
Among personal relics which are the subjects of contagious
magic, extracted teeth occupy an important place. Thus
among the Wajagga of Kilimanjaro in East Africa when a
child loses its milk-tooth it throws it on the roof of the hut
to the lizards playing there, saying, " Little lizard, you have
my tooth : send me a better one for it." If the child does
not do this, it is thought that his second tooth will not come
quickly,4 In the Tigre tribes of Abyssinia, " if the milk-
teeth of little children break away, the parents say to every
one of them : ' Thou wert born in such and such a country,
and now that lies in this direction, turn thither and throw
thy toothlet!' And the little one takes a small piece of
quartz and another of charcoal with his toothlet. Then he
turns in the direction in which they have told him and says,
1 B.   Danks,   " Some   Notes   on     Australasia*   Association   for   the
Savage  Life  in  New  Britain,"  in    Advancement of Science, 1910, p, 459,
Report of the Twelfth Meeting of the        * Baldwin Spencer, Native Tribes
Australasian   Association   for   the    of Northern Australia* p. 37.    Cf,
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